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The Gannett Foundation is a corporate foundation sponsored by Gannett Co., Inc. The 
Gannett Foundation’s mission: to invest in the future of the communities in which Gannett 

does business, and in the future of our industry.

The Politicker.com national site gives readers quick and easy 
access to original reporting on races for U.S. Senate, Governor, 
House and President from our staff of state and national 
political reporters.

Like Tip O'Neill, Politicker.com views all politics as local. 
Starting at City Hall and ending at the White House, we cover 
elections, party leadership contests, lobbyists, fundraisers, the 
media, and the business of how politicians select judges and 

prosecutors. We offer a close-up view inside politics for political insiders. Our network of state 
political websites – 15 and growing – offers a virtual water cooler for the political elite – 
officeholders, news makers, staff, party leaders, fundraisers, journalists, government 
employees, interest groups and policy wonks.

http://www.politicker.com/


Welcome to Raleigh

Dear Capitolbeat members and guests:

Welcome to Capitolbeat 2008. We have planned three days of panels and events we hope you will 
find useful and entertaining here in North Carolina’s state capitol. And we hope this conference 
exemplifies why our organization is needed now more than ever.

Capitolbeat is the only national group that focuses on the needs of state government reporters. More 
money than ever is flowing into the coffers of state governments, as well as the campaign treasuries 
of those who run them. The range of services states provide are expanding, regulations are 
becoming all the more complex and oh, by the way, the ongoing financial crisis will make this all 
the more interesting to cover.

At the same time, newsrooms are feeling the pinch. We probably could have written that last 
sentence for the program at any conference we’ve done over the past decade. But we know by 
hearing from you that this year is measurably harder. So thank you for making the effort to come, to 
improve your reporting and help all of us serve our audience better.

Raleigh is a wonderful city, and downtown has plenty of restaurants and attractions to explore. But 
even though you’re in the South, this is still a fairly sizeable city with big city problems. We 
strongly recommend that you travel in groups of at least two or three at night. If you run into 
serious problems – legal, health, transportation or otherwise – please let us know quickly and we’ll 
do our best to help. The cell phone numbers for the conference organizers are below.

Most importantly, please introduce yourselves to us and each other. The strength of Capitolbeat is 
in its members — your willingness to share your time, knowledge and resources in order to build a 
more resilient corps of statehouse reporters across the nation. This is your chance to network with 
colleagues who not only understand what you’re going through, but have been there, bought the T-
shirt, and had the pictures developed already.

Enjoy yourselves.

Mark Binker Laura Leslie Tiffany Shackelford
2008 Conference Chairman President Executive Director
(919) 279-1300 (919) 889-8914 (703) 470-2996



____________________________________________________
THURSDAY

Registration: 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Pre-Conference Session

The Committee of Concerned Journalists
1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Reporters covering government are responsible for informing citizens about some of the most 
critical topics facing any state: economic development, education, statewide law enforcement, the 
penal system, and more. The way news organizations cover public policy and those who make it 
can shape the path lawmakers take in the future and how your readers and listeners will pay for 
those decisions. This session will help you do it right, despite the staffing and other limitations 
newsrooms face today. Those who attend will learn how to avoid some of the common pitfalls of 
covering government, whether you’re based in the state capitol or in a newsroom 200 miles away: 

Speakers: Deborah Gump, Director, Committee of Concerned Journalists
Sonny Rawls, Instructor, Committee of Concerned Journalists

Founded in 1948, the primary mission of the Annie E. Casey Foundation is to foster 
public policies, human-service reforms, and community supports that more effectively 
meet the needs of today’s vulnerable children and families. In pursuit of this goal, the 
Foundation makes grants that help states, cities, and neighborhoods fashion more 
innovative, cost-effective responses to these needs.



REMINDER TO SPEAKERS AND PARTICIPANTS
With one exception noted in the program, the entire conference is on the record. 

That said, we expect everyone to observe the normal boundaries of journalistic practice 
and good manners.

Opening Night Reception

Old State Capitol Building
One East Edenton Street 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Come meet your fellow Capitolbeat members and our guests in the historic state capitol building. 
We have invited U.S. Senator-elect Kay Hagan, fresh off her victory over Elizabeth Dole, to give a 
few remarks and take questions. Also, a longtime legislative staff member will tell you about a few 
of the things that make North Carolina’s government unique.

Snacks and beverages will be served. 

Speakers: Introduction to the Old State Capitol Building by Gerry Cohen, head of the North 
Carolina General Assembly bill drafting division.
Remarks by State Sen. Kay Hagan, U.S. Senator-Elect 

Directions: From the hotel, walk north on Fayetteville Street 
for four blocks until it ends at a “T” intersection. The Capitol 
sits in the middle of a park on the other side of Morgan Street.

THANK YOU: Special thanks to North Carolina Public 
Radio/WUNC for sponsoring this event. 

Dinner on your own

The Marriott sits in the middle of a resurgent downtown 
Raleigh, which has seen new bars and white tablecloth restaurants opening at a rapid clip over the 
past year. If you come to the reception, you will have passed several restaurants on your way to the 
Capitol. Even more restaurants are a short taxi-ride (or long-ish walk) away. Your conference 
organizers recommend The Raleigh Times Bar at 14 E. Hargett Street (4 blocks), Tir Na Nog at 218 
South Blount Street (5 blocks) and the Flying Saucer at 328 W. Morgan Street (6 blocks). If you 
have doubts about your dining options, catch one of the organizers at the reception and we’ll be 
glad to point you on your way.  



VENDORS’ AREA
The following organizations supported the conference and will occupy our vendors’ area. When 
you have some down time, stop by and chat with representatives from these organization. You 

never know who will have a great story tip or idea.

The Humane Society
The Humane Society of the United States is the nation's largest and most effective animal 
protection organization—backed by 10 million Americans, or one in every 30. Established in 1954, 
The HSUS seeks a humane and sustainable world for all animals—a world that will also benefit 
people. We are America's mainstream force against cruelty, exploitation and neglect, as well as the 
most trusted voice extolling the human-animal bond. Our mission statement: Celebrating Animals, 
Confronting Cruelty.

We work to reduce suffering and to create meaningful social change for animals by advocating for 
sensible public policies, investigating cruelty and working to enforce existing laws, educating the 
public about animal issues, joining with corporations on behalf of animal-friendly policies, and 
conducting hands-on programs that make ours a more humane world. We are the lead disaster relief 
agency for animals, and we provide direct care for thousands of animals at our sanctuaries and 
rescue facilities, wildlife rehabilitation centers, and mobile veterinary clinics.

Fair Vote
FairVote acts to transform our elections to achieve universal access to participation, a full spectrum 
of meaningful ballot choices and majority rule with fair representation for all.  As a catalyst for 
change, we build support for innovative strategies to win a constitutionally protected right to vote, 
universal voter registration, a national popular vote for president, instant runoff voting and 
proportional representation.

As a reform catalyst, FairVote develops and promotes practical strategies to improve elections at 
the local, state and national levels. Our vision of an equally secure, meaningful and effective vote 
for all Americans is founded on the principles articulated in the Declaration of Independence, 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and Martin Luther King’s “I have a dream” speech: we are 
created equal, government is of, by and for the people and it is time to make real the promise of 
democracy.
 
Operating for many years as the Center for Voting and Democracy, FairVote was founded in 1992. 
It has a large volunteer network across the nation, with closely allied groups in states like 
California, Minnesota, North Carolina and Rhode Island.



Center for Responsible Lending
The Center for Responsible Lending is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research and policy organization 
dedicated to protecting homeownership and family wealth by working to eliminate abusive 
financial practices. CRL is affiliated with Self-Help, one of the nation's largest community 
development financial institutions. 

In the late 1990s, homeowners began coming to Self-Help Credit Union seeking help to avoid 
foreclosure. Unfortunately, it was too late for many of these families. Unscrupulous lenders already 
had stolen their home equity—their greatest source of wealth and future financial security. The 
targets for this theft are often among our most vulnerable citizens, including the elderly and 
working families in minority communities.

In 1999, Self-Help worked with a state coalition to help pass the North Carolina Predatory Lending 
Law, the first such law in the country. In 2002, Self-Help established the Center for Responsible 
Lending to build on initial successes and expand our focus to include practices outside of mortgage 
lending, such as payday lending.  Since then, CRL has conducted or commissioned landmark 
studies on predatory lending practices and the impact of state laws that protect borrowers. We have 
also supported state efforts to combat predatory lending and worked for regulatory changes to 
require responsible practices among lenders nationwide.

National Popular Vote
National Popular Vote Inc. is a 501(c)(4) non-profit corporation whose specific purpose is to study, 
analyze and educate the public regarding its proposal to implement a nationwide popular election of 
the President of the United States. 

Under the U.S. Constitution, the states have exclusive and plenary (complete) power to allocate 
their electoral votes, and may change their state laws concerning the awarding of their electoral 
votes at any time. Under the National Popular Vote bill, all of the state’s electoral votes would be 
awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. The bill would take effect only when enacted, in identical form, by states 
possessing a majority of the electoral votes—that is, enough electoral votes to elect a President (270 
of 538).

State Policy Network
State Policy Network is the capacity building service organization for America's free market, state-
focused think tank community. We advance a free society by providing leadership development, 
management training and networking opportunities for think tank professionals and by promoting 
strategic partnerships among market-oriented organizations. 

Founded in 1992, SPN is the only group in the country dedicated solely to improving the practical 
effectiveness of independent, non-profit, market-oriented, state-based think tanks.



National Taxpayers Union
Founded in 1969, the 362,000-member National Taxpayers Union (NTU) is the nation’s oldest and 
largest taxpayer group. NTU is a nonprofit, nonpartisan grassroots citizen organization that fights 
for lower taxes, smaller government, and economic freedom at all levels. NTU lobbies Congress 
and state legislatures, educates the public, policymakers, and the media on important taxpayer 
issues, and provides assistance to taxpayers who want to become effective citizen activists at the 
state and local levels.

NTU’s research and educational arm, the NTU Foundation (NTUF), was founded in 1977 in order 
to provide timely and original information promoting the benefits of lower taxes and limited 
government. NTUF’s extensive policy analysis covers a wide range of important public policy 
issues, including tax reform, economic growth, Congressional budget tracking, interest group 
analysis, and entitlement reform.

Republicans for Compassionate Access 
Republicans For Compassionate Access was started in Maryland by former Maryland Delegate Don 
Murphy. Don, a strong "law and order Republican" was touched by a constituent who was suffering 
from terminal cancer and wanted the legal right to try medical marijuana under a doctor's 
supervision. Maryland delegates were shocked to see Don's name as a sponsor but Don's courage to 
do what was right prompted other Republican's to consider the legislation. Maryland was one of the 
first states to pass an effective medical marijuana law.

Today, Republicans For Compassionate Access is a growing group of Republican legislators who 
believe in state's rights and a patient's right to choose a medical treatment under a doctor's care. 

Sam Adams Alliance
Founded in November of 2006, The Sam Adams Alliance is a "to-do tank" that educates, informs, 
and empowers citizens about important political issues through a set of new media tools (i.e. blogs, 
Facebook, YouTube, Wikipedia) that allow ordinary people to fight big government. 

The Tax Foundation
The mission of the Tax Foundation is to educate taxpayers about sound tax policy and the size of 
the tax burden borne by Americans at all levels of government. From its founding in 1937, the Tax 
Foundation has been grounded in the belief that the dissemination of basic information about 
government finance is the foundation of sound policy in a free society.

In its seven decades, the Tax Foundation has earned a reputation for its independence in gathering 
data and publishing information on the public sector in an objective, unbiased fashion. As a 501(c)
(3) tax-exempt educational organization, the Tax Foundation exists on voluntary contributions from 
philanthropic foundations, corporations, and individuals across the country.



Mental Health America  
Mental Health America (formerly known as the National Mental Health Association) is the 
country’s leading nonprofit dedicated to helping ALL people live mentally healthier lives. With our 
more than 320 affiliates nationwide, we represent a growing movement of Americans who promote 
mental wellness for the health and well-being of the nation – everyday and in times of crisis.

Center for Competitive Politics
The Center for Competitive Politics (CCP) is a nonprofit organization based in Alexandria, VA. 
CCP was founded in November, 2005 by former FEC Chairman Bradley A. Smith, professor of law 
at Capital University Law School and of counsel to Vorys, Sater, Seymour, and Pease, and Stephen 
M. Hoersting, campaign finance attorney and former general counsel to the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee.  

The Center’s mission, through legal briefs, studies, historical and constitutional analyses, and media 
communication is to promote and defend citizens’ First Amendment political rights of speech, 
assembly, and petition, and to educate the public on the actual effects of money in politics, and the 
results of a more free and competitive electoral process.  CCP is committed to delivering the 
highest quality and most reliable research on issues related to campaign finance, political speech, 
First Amendment rights and other related topics.

The Center for Competitive Politics is recognized as a 501(c)(3) corporation under the Internal 
Revenue Code, and contributions are tax deductible in accordance with the Code.  CCP relies on 
individual and foundation support.  

National Conference of State Legislatures
The National Conference of State Legislatures was founded in 1975 with the conviction that 
legislative service is one of democracy's worthiest pursuits. NCSL is a bipartisan organization that 
serves the legislators and staffs of the nation's 50 states, its commonwealths and territories. NCSL 
provides research, technical assistance and opportunities for policymakers to exchange ideas on the 
most pressing state issues. NCSL is an effective and respected advocate for the interests of state 
governments before Congress and federal agencies.



_________________________________________________

REMINDER TO SPEAKERS AND PARTICIPANTS
We will have three breakout rooms marked A, B and C in the hotel. Those will correspond to 

Sessions A, B and C in this program. 
_________________________________________________

FRIDAY
Breakfast Keynote Session
8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Grab coffee and something to eat as an expert from the Lumina Foundation walks us through newly 
gathered data on educational attainment and the states. A generation ago, the United States had the 
best-educated population in the world.  Today, we rank 10th among industrialized countries in the 
percentage of our citizens 25 to 34 with two- and four-year college degrees. U.S. higher education 
has reached a critical threshold:  Applications are up across the board, and many of the nation’s top 
institutions continue to set the global standard for excellence.  But the sheer number of jobs that 
require postsecondary education has doubled since the 1970s, and employers’ demand for workers 
with more than a high school diploma will only continue to grow, straining our capacity to produce 
enough well-educated workers.  Find out how your state stacks up.

Speaker: Dewayne Matthews, vice president for policy and strategy, Lumina Foundation for 
Education. Lumina Foundation, based in Indianapolis, is the nation’s largest private foundation 
devoted solely to increasing college access and student success.  

Lumina Foundation for Education, an Indianapolis-based, private, independent 
foundation, strives to help people achieve their potential by expanding access to and success in 

education beyond high school.



Friday Morning Session 1: 9:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Session A: Policy Track
Continuing Education: College Cuts and Controversy 
When state revenues fall, higher education is one of the first places budget makers look to find 
savings.  In the current year, colleges in Alabama, California, New Jersey, Kentucky and elsewhere 
are fighting to block or mitigate spending cuts.  And more cuts are likely on the way. Cuts in 
appropriations for higher education are big news — students, employers, college professors and 
others often turn out to protest higher costs and fewer opportunities.  This session is designed to 
help journalists ask whether the budget and spending policies in states they cover will be effective 
in doing so.  
 
Moderator: Richard Lee Colvin, director, The Hechinger Institute on Education and the Media, 
Teachers College, Columbia University. 
Speaker: David Longanecker, president, Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education; 
Michael Bird, senior federal affairs counsel, NCSL

Session B: Beyond 101
It’s the Economy, Stupid
Never has the mantra of Bill Clinton’s 1992 campaign rung more true. Bad mortgages, rising gas 
prices, jobs going overseas, slowing retail sales, and Wall Street tanking in a significant way are 
just the beginning of the story. It’s a bad time for the economy overall, and state budget officials are 
bearing the brunt of it. A slow economy means slower tax collections with higher demand for 
services. We look at what the bad economy has already meant in terms of budget shortfalls and 
what's next for the coming year.

Speakers: Scott Pattison, executive director, National Association of State Budget Officers; Pamela 
Prah, tax and budget reporter, Stateline.org

Session C: Multimedia Track 
The Return of the Multimedia Mafia
The return of the multimedia mafia: This is a redux of our memorable session in Philadelphia. 
Make your statehouse blog a must-read for political junkies. We’ll survey the landscape of 
multimedia as it is being used in statehouse reporting, give some tips for doing it, and talk about 
how to make these skills help you get more done. 

Moderator: Laura Leslie, capitol bureau chief, NC Public Radio
Speakers: Derek Wallbank, journalist, Congressional Quarterly; Chris Krewson, executive editor 
of online news, Philadelphia Inquirer; Eric Frederick, managing editor, NewsObserver.com 



Friday Morning Session 2: 10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Session A: Policy Track 
Mental Health Reform 
Reform efforts, statehouse stories, and what your legislators don't know about the system they pay 
for. Mental health reform efforts are some of the most expensive, complex and susceptible to fraud 
or incompetence. Throw in a vulnerable population, persistent social stigmas and a mountain of 
obstacles to public scrutiny and you have a recipe for misunderstandings at the least, disaster at the 
worse.

Moderator: Michael Biesecker, reporter, Raleigh News & Observer
Speakers: Rebecca G. Palpant, senior program associate, Carter Foundation: Charles Ingoglia, vice 
president for public policy, National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare; Mike 
Fitzpatrick, executive director, National Alliance on Mental Illness.

Session B: Beyond 101 Track
The art of the Interview
Legislators high-tailing it to committee meetings, governors’ holding court, real people talking 
about their problems: all of them want to tell you what’s on their minds – they just need a little 
help. Our panel of experts will tell you how to get the most out of your limited time, whether you’re 
wielding a notepad or video camera.

Moderator: Eszter Vajda, Senior Legislative Correspondent, UNC-TV
Speakers: Adam Hochberg, regional reporter (and former statehouser), National Public Radio. 
David Crabtree, Anchor, WRAL

Session C: Multimedia Track
Technology Tools for State House Reporting
Technology tools for statehouse reporting. We'll guide you through how to take a mish-mash of 
figures and make a mash-up that your readers will appreciate. These are technology tools for 
everyday journalists.

Moderator: Tiffany Shackelford, executive director, Capitolbeat
Speakers: Aron Pilhofer, editor of Interactive News Technologies, The New York Times; Dante 
Chinni, Director of Patchwork Nation Project, The Christian Science Monitor; Adam Martin, media 
production supervisor, National Public Radio



LUNCH 12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The New Statehouse Journalism:  As newspapers retreat from their state capitols, leaving 
diminished staffs or entirely empty desks, the news is not all bad. There are some who are investing 
in statehouse reporting. This session will look ahead to the future of statehouse and political 
journalism, or at least one version of it. 

Moderator: John Robinson, editor, The Greensboro News & Record
Speakers: Bob Sommer, president, Observer Media Group 

Also: Remarks by Tim Lynch, Pew Center on the States.

Friday Afternoon Session 1: 2 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Session A: Policy Track
Mortgage Meltdown
Before this summer, you might have thought Fannie and Freddie were a couple of bit players in the 
Eliot Spitzer saga. No more. This panel will talk about the federal bailouts in the mortgage and 
financial industries and the ramifications for state governments. 

Moderator: Mark Sutter, editor, The Business Journal of the Triad
Speakers: Kil Huh, project director - research, The Pew Center on the States; Chris Kukla, senior 
counsel for government affairs, Center for Responsible Lending; 

Session B: Beyond 101
Rooting Out Corruption
Not all those in government are crooks. We'll talk about how to find out about the ones who are. 
Also, is the government putting more or less effort into finding malfeasant pols?

Moderator: Alan Johnson, reporter, The Columbus Dispatch
Speakers: Andy Curliss, reporter and editor, The Raleigh News & Observer; Shawn McIntosh, 
deputy managing editor, Atlanta Journal-Constitution; Denise Roth Barber, research director, 
National Institute of Money in State Politics

Session C: Multimedia Track
Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Oh My!
Your audience wants to connect. Are you available? This session will explore how reporters can use 
social media to bolster their credibility and reach out to new sources.

Moderator: Tiffany Shackelford, executive director, Capitolbeat
Speaker: Jonathan Coffman, product manager, PBS Engage. 



Friday Afternoon Session 2: 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Session A: Policy Track
Federal Officials, State Reporters
Increasingly, state government reporters are being asked to cover federal officials as well. How can 
someone based in a state capitol keep up with their Congressional delegation and maybe even 
execute the occasional enterprise story? Which federal issues will be particularly salient for state 
capitol reporters in the coming year. 

Moderator: 
Speakers: Bill Allison, Senior Fellow, Sunlight Foundation; Michael Bird, federal affairs counsel, 
National Conference of State Legislatures

Session B: Beyond 101 Track
Finding the local in your legislature
How many times has your editor told you, “Sure, it’s interesting. But how does it affect our 
readers?” This panel will help you find the local angles in big stories and learn how to root out 
stories uniquely important to your readers. Ideas, problem-solving, and examples will be on tap. 

Moderator: Barbara Hipsman-Springer, associated professor, Kent State University.
Speakers: Joan Cartan-Hansen, producer and reporter, Idaho Public Television; Pat Guinane, 
Capitol Reporter, The Times of Northwest Indiana; Brandi Grissom, Capitol Reporter, The El Paso 
Times.

Session C: Policy Track
Critical Condition: Health Care Funding and Policy in the States
The budget forecast for many states is decidedly unhealthy next year. And when tax revenues are 
anemic, you can be sure that state-run health programs are about to take it on the chin. Here’s what 
you need to know about health programs, from SCHIP for children to Medicaid and other insurance 
programs that reach wider populations. 

Moderator: Rachel Stassen-Berger, Capitol Reporter, St. Paul Pioneer Press.
Speakers: Rob Lamme, program officer, UNC-Chapel Hill Institute for Public Health; Paul 
Skowronek, senior associate, APCO; Andrew Snyder, Senior Associate, The Pew Center on the 
States 



Annual membership meeting 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

Capitolbeat needs to take care of a few business items, including putting some new bylaws in place. 
Bring your questions and requests and hear about our plans for the coming year. After we take care 
of business, stay and meet the board. You can have a beverage while you talk over the day’s 
sessions or form up groups for dinner. Please see on-site signs for directions.

Dinner on your own
A Capitolbeat tradition. Explore the good eats in downtown Raleigh and, if you’re up for it, the 
good bars afterward. If you don’t have someone to eat with, come by the membership meeting and 
we’ll hook you up. 



________________________________________________________________________
SATURDAY

Breakfast Keynote Session
8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The new political communication: winning hearts and minds in the internet age. Ever notice that the 
"grassroots" always show up to your statehouse in matching T-shirts and nametags? We'll hear from 
someone who is in the business of manipulating public opinion...and your legislators. Coffee, 
breakfast and food for thought to start your day.

Speaker: Ken Eudy, CEO, Capstrat

Saturday Morning Session 1: 9:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Session A: Policy Track
Crime and Justice: The Death Penalty
Maybe you’ve written this story: a man on death row or serving a life sentence is freed because of 
DNA evidence. With constituents bellowing for a pound of flesh, some legislators say states need 
the death penalty to deter crime. Others say the penalty is applied unfairly. Hear from a man who 
was freed after years in prison and others involved in this criminal justice debate.

Moderator: John Gramlich, crime and courts reporter, Stateline.org
Speakers: Levon Bo Jones, a Duplin County man who spent 13 years on death row; Paul Stam, 
lawmaker, North Carolina Legislature; Diann Rust-Tierny, Executive Director, National Coalition 
to Abolish the Death Penalty 

Need help? Have a question? Want to volunteer? Let your board hear from you. E-mail us at 
board@capitolbeat.org



Session B: Editing Track
In your business 
So you’re trolling the halls of the state legislature when some players you’ve never seen before 
wander by. Why, exactly, you wonder, are the executives of the Conglomerated Widget Company 
lobbying at the state capitol? Who are these guys and what does their business really do? This panel 
will teach you the ins and outs of finding out about a business, who runs it, how profitable they 
might be and where their interests might lie.

Speakers: Chris Roush, professor and director of the Carolina Business News Initiative, UNC.

Session C: Coaching Panel
Dazzle your editors with sparkling copy. Here’s a chance to hone your writing with Stateline.org 
executive editor Gene Gibbons giving pointers on how to get the most out of your copy.
 
Moderator: Kathleen Haughney
Speaker: Gene Gibbons, Stateline.org



Saturday Morning Session 2: 10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Session A: Policy Track
Immigration
Maybe it wasn’t the biggest issue of this year’s campaign, but it’s a good bet that your legislature 
will be talking about it next year. What questions will state governments be facing? What have 
other states tried, and how has it worked? 

Moderator: Daniel Vock, reporter, Stateline.org
Speakers: Ann Morse, Immigration Policy Project, National Conference of State Legislatures; 
Michael Hethmon, the executive director, Immigration Reform Law Institute

Session B: Editing Track
Check yourself, and your staff. 
Help you and your reporters conduct background sessions and avoiding goofy errors in politics and 
governments stories, blog posts, etc…

Moderator: Lawrence Messina, reporter, Associated Press 
Speakers: Chrys Wu, senior producer, Washington Post Newsweek Interactive; Taft Wireback, 
reporter, Greensboro News & Record; Andy Bechtel, Assistant Professor, UNC School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication

Session C: Mixed Bag Track
Polling
You’ve read the polls, but have you understood them? What makes a good poll? Who does polling 
well? What are the pitfalls? And when should you ignore them altogether? Our polling panel will 
arm you with a skeptical eye and story ideas for campaign season and beyond.  

Moderator: James Pindell, managing editor, Politicker
Speakers: David Moore, author, “The Opinion Makers”; Hunter Bacot, director, Elon University 
Poll;  Dean Debnam, president, Public Policy Polling



LUNCH 12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

All-Star Academics Super-panel:  We're bringing together a distinguished group of academics 
and thinkers to analyze the November election. They’ll help explain what just happened on Election 
Day and what it could mean for the coming year.

Moderator: Laura Leslie, Capitol Bureau Chief, NC Public Radio
Speakers: W. Hodding Carter III, Professor of Leadership and Public Policy, UNC-CH;
William E. Leuchtenburg, William Rand Kenan Jr. professor of history, UNC-CH;
Ferrel Guillory, Lecturer and director of the Program on Public Life, UNC-CH’
Tim Storey, Senior Fellow, National Conference of State Legislatures.

Pew's Center on the States works to advance state policies that serve the public interest. PCS 
conducts credible research, brings together diverse perspectives, and analyzes states’ experiences 
to determine what works and what does not. We work with a wide variety of partners to identify 
and advance nonpartisan, pragmatic solutions for pressing problems affecting Americans.



Saturday  Afternoon Lounge Sessions

We’ll take our show on the road, or somewhere a little more comfortable. Yes, it’s okay to have a 
beverage during these sessions, but stay engaged as the day winds down. 

Location A: The Oxford Gastropub, 319 Fayetteville Street (It’s a short walk—we’ll give you 
directions if you need them.) 
Location B: The Sheraton Bar (The hotel next door to our conference venue.)
Location C: The Marriott Bar (It’s out of the classroom but right in our home venue.) 

Saturday Afternoon Lounge Session 1: 2 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Lounge Session A
Ask a Lobbyist
Come learn everything you've always wanted to know but been afraid to ask. We’ve recruited three 
lobbyists to tell you everything no one else wants to divulge about the art of political persuasion. 
(THIS SESSION IS THE ONE AND ONLY OFF-THE-RECORD SESSION AT THE 
CONFERENCE.)

Moderator: Aaron Castelo, Senior Manager of State Regulation and Legislation, American 
Institute of Certified Public Accounts
Speakers: Chris Valauri, CEO, Valauri Group; Celia Wexler, Washington Representative, Union 
of Concerned Scientists

Lounge Session B
Life after statehouse reporting and/or journalism
So what's your next career move? Editor? Flack? Advocate? Dump truck driver? Will you have a 
choice if you have to bail? No, we don’t want you to leave the profession, but it never hurts to have 
a parachute. Come talk to some folks who have taken the skills they gathered as statehouse 
reporters and put them to use in other fields.

Moderator: Linda Kleindienst, Editor, “850” Business Magazine 
Speakers: Chris Fitzsimon, NC Policy Watch; Kevin Corcoran, communications director, Lumina 
Foundation; Bill Holmes, spokesman, House Speaker Joe Hackney.



Lounge Session C
Columnist Corners
You’ve found the scoop; now find your voice. Old hands and cub writers alike are welcome to talk 
about crafting columns, blog posts, and other dispatches that let your homefolks know one of their 
own is on the beat.

Speakers: Jack Betts, Associate Editor, The Charlotte Observer

Saturday Afternoon Lounge Session 2: 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.

Lounge Session A
Ask a Blogger – or two
Take a journey to the flip side. There are plenty of people writing about your writing. How can you 
play nice and even benefit from their work? 

Moderator: Mark Binker, Capitol Bureau Chief, Greensboro News & Record
Speakers: Greg Flynn, front page blogger, BlueNC.com
Katy Weatherly Benningfield, blogger, Katy’s Conservative Corner

Lounge Session B
Free For All 
So what did you learn this weekend? What did you want to learn that you didn’t quite get to? And 
what was that joke about in the multimedia panels? Come share whatever happens to be on your 
mind. We didn’t call this session a free-for-all for nothing. Please note: depending on turnout, we 
may split this session into two groups.

Moderators: Laura Leslie, Capitolbeat president and Capitol Bureau Chief for WUNC-FM
Eszter Vajda, Senior Legislative Correspondent, UNC-TV
Jordan Schrader, capitol reporter, Asheville Citizen Times 



Saturday Night Awards Banquet and Keynote

Cocktail Hour 
Sponsored by Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of America

5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
You are cordially invited to get gussied up, share a beverage and mix and mingle before  

dinner. Directions will be posted in the hotel. 

Awards Dinner and Keynote Banquet
7  p.m. 

Keynote Speaker: Pat Stith, Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for the News & Observer.
Stith will share some of the wisdom he’s gleaned from a legendary career and then sit  
down with Stateline.org managing editor Barbara Rosewicz for some questions and 

answers.

Next, Contest Chair Linda Kleindienst will present our annual Cappies, the awards for 
statehouse reporting. This includes the John Aubuchon Award, honoring extraordinary 

examples of persistence by journalists in obtaining access to documents and meetings that 
are critical for public understanding of state government issues.





Capitolbeat thanks the following for their generous sponsorship 
of our 2008 Conference in Raleigh:

American Federation of Teachers
Annie E. Casey Foundation

The Gannett Foundation
Lumina Foundation for Education

National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare
The North Carolina Press Association
North Carolina Public Radio/WUNC

The Pew Center on the States
Politicker.com

Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of America

Special thanks to the following for their in-kind support 
of our program: 

National Conference of State Legislatures
The News & Record
Sunlight Foundation


